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Abstract

The objective of this study is to re-construct the lives of residents of
squatters demolished by urban redevelopment and to illustrate the functions
and roles of these illegal settlements. We interviewed thirty-one former
residents who had lived in six illegal settlements(Hyeonjeo-dong, Don’am-
dong, Geumho-dong, Haengdang-dong, Nan’'gok-dong, Sanggye-dong) between
the 1960s and the 1990s and asked them questions about lifestyles, economic
activities(employment, consumption, saving), family life, education, and human
networks with relatives and neighbors [in and out of the community], and
daily struggles. As a result, the study finds that illegal settlements provided
cheap housing needed for residents’ survival, relayed job information, and
served as the social safety net. In other words, the life in an illegal settlement
was impoverished and uncomfortable, but mutually beneficial human relations
that residents formed with each other helped them persevere through these
hardships. Reminiscing the past, former residents of demolished illegal
settlements now feel solitude and isolation from neighbors.
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